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Independent Examiner’s report

• The EPDA’s finances were audited by: MJ Read & Co Accountants 
Limited, Sevenoaks, Kent, UK on 6 July 2017.

• The signed annual report and financial statements were added to 
the EPDA website – www.epda.eu.com/about-us/governance – on 
the 31 July 2017. 

• All members were notified on 31 July and it was requested for any 
questions to be submitted to Lizzie Graham by 17 September so 
that all queries could be raised with the accountant and answers 
supplied.

• No questions were received.

http://www.epda.eu.com/about-us/governance/


 

Activities and achievements in 2017

The EPDA had four key workstreams in 2017, linked closely to our four 
key objectives:

Information and education
• Our new website was successfully launched in April 2017, which was met 

with positive reviews from many of our users, and the new website has 
been reaching and helping new audiences across the world.

• Parkinson’s Life: at the end of 2017, it had nearly 375,000 visitors from 217 
countries, with nearly 5,000 email subscribers, more than 3,600 Facebook 
followers and nearly 2,000 Twitter followers.

• My PD Journey: at the end of 2017, the development of the Parkinson’s 
Disease Composite Scale (PDCS) was undergoing a second validation 
study involving more than 700 patients in 14 countries across 22 centres.



 

Activities and achievements in 2017

Advocacy:
• The EPDA held a workshop in the EU Parliament (in March) that engaged 

EU lawmakers on how they can support the roll-out of the PDCS in clinical 
settings across Europe.

Awareness raising:
• The EPDA held its annual members meeting with more than 60 member 

representatives and highlighted national and regional good practices, 
providing a forum where organisations and individuals can work, share and 
innovate together. These activities help the EPDA promote our members’ 
activities to Parkinson’s stakeholders across Europe and the globe.

• In partnership with Parkinson’s UK, the EPDA launched the first 
#UniteForParkinsons campaign on World Parkinson’s Day. People from 90 
countries used the campaign hashtag on 11 April, while the campaign 
delivered against its objectives and exceeded expectations in practically 
every area.



 

Activities and achievements in 2017

Research:
• The EPDA receives many invitations every year to partner in European 

and EU-funded projects (run by academia and other stakeholders). Due to 
limited resources, the EPDA only accepts full partnership status every 
three years.

• The EPDA is currently partnering in TreatER, an EU research project that 
aims to conduct a first-in-human clinical study with intracerebrally 
administered GDNF protein in people with Parkinson's using a neuro 
surgically implanted drug delivery system. The EPDA is partnering in the 
project for the next 3 years.



 

Funding

• The EPDA is seeking to increase our reserves to cover the 
equivalent of six months’ running costs. 

• At the year-end date (31 December 2016), the balance on 
unrestricted reserves was £124,165.

• In addition, the EPDA held restricted reserves of £217,136 at the 
year-end date (31 December 2016).

• Strict budgetary controls remain – and will remain for the 
foreseeable future.
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• Because our financial position is not known until the beginning of 
each year, it is not possible to provide a detailed forecast budget for 
the forthcoming year.

• Each year, we prepare a proposed activity plan with costs that we 
share with our funders. Their feedback (and hopefully agreed 
funding) provides us with an overall budget for that year.

• The current 2019 forecast budget is €638,600 – these are the 
minimum funds required to cover our planned activities.

• If we are not able to raise this amount of funding to support our 
activities, then the overall budget will be adjusted throughout the 
year to ensure that the EPDA does not overspend.

Forecast budget for 2017-2018



 

Approvals needed

The EPDA seeks approval for the: 
• annual report and financial statements to be accepted and adopted 

by the membership

• the reappointment of the auditor for a further year:  
– MJ Read & Co Accountants Limited, Sevenoaks, Kent, UK 


